WHY HAVE A COMMUNITY SCHOOL?

A Community School takes one of the largest
and most under-utilized public facilities, the
public school, and increases the investment
by keeping it open during evenings,
weekends, and during the summer for
community activities.

The Community School provides a vehicle for
the participation of community residents,
with or without children in the school
system, in the activities and efforts of their
neighbourhood school and community.

The Community School encourages school
staff to present the elementary and
secondary school curriculum using real-life
resources and issues from the community.

ADVANTAGES OF A COMMUNITY SCHOOL

¢ Increases the use of local public
school facilities

<  Maximizes communication between
school and community

®

«* Enriches and enhances learning
through formal and informal
activities

+» Develops a neighbourhood school as

a hub of community activities and

services

R/

«* Provides a proven infrastructure to
coordinate and integrate community
social services and implement
sustainable prevention-based
strategies for children, youth and
families.

Your ACEbc Membership
enables you to:

Meet with others active in Community
Education and become part of a
larger “network”

Participate in various information and
training activities

Provide support and leadership to
others in the field and practice of
Community Education

Contribute to and receive ACE Notes,
our Association newsletter

Be included in the process of
furthering community education and
community schools in British Columbia

Become a member of ACEbc!

For membership information and to
access a variety of resources, check out
ACEbc online at:

www.acebc.org
October, 2010

The Association for
Community Education in
British Columbia

Images: Microsoft Clip Art

www.acebc.org



The ASSOCIATION
for COMMUNITY EDUCATION
in BRITISH COLUMBIA

ACEbc is dedicated to fostering and
promoting Community Education and
Community  Schools in  British
Columbia. ACEbc has been active in
British Columbia since 1975 in the
areas of community education,
community  school  development,
advocacy and liaison, organization of

workshops and conferences,
publishing resource materials and
conducting community school
research.

ACEbc is a non-profit organization
with membership open to individuals,
groups or organizations interested in
Community Education. The
Association is governed by an
elected  volunteer  Board  of
Directors.

www.acebc.org

What is Community Education?

Community Education is an educational
philosophy, which embraces the belief that
education is a lifelong process.

We believe it takes a whole community to raise
a healthy child; healthy children and healthy
families build healthy communities.

Community Education is an opportunity for local
citizens, businesses, community organizations
and other agencies to become active partners
in addressing community concerns.

The community education approach brings
community members fogether fo identify and
link community needs and resources in a manner
that helps people to raise the quality of life in
their communities.

Everyone in the community fi individuals,
businesses, public and private agencies fi shares
responsibility for the mission of building
healthy, sustainable, learning communities.
Life-long learning is an essential element of
community education.

Community Education provides an approach to
address needs and interests for all age levels
in society 0 children, youth, families and seniors.
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What is a Community School?

The philosophy of community education is
typically implemented in practice through
the structure of a community school.
Community Schools have extended hours,
extended services  and extended
relationships. They bring the community
into the school and they also serve the
community. They are elementary or
secondary schools with a special emphasis
on the value of community involvement.

Through multi-ministry funding and non-
profit  partnerships, community schools
address the needs of all age groups, with
programs for pre-school children, after
school care, and adult education and
recreation. The expanded mandate of the
educational system in recent years has
strengthened the potential of community
schools in British Columbia.

Community schools provide effective settings
to implement early childhood development
programs and prevention-based programs for
youth and families. Extensive research,
much of it from BC studies, shows
overwhelming economic and social returns
to society that result from investing in
prevention and integrating community
services.



